
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Curriculum map overview for Y8 Drama: 2025/26 
 
 

Term 
 
 
(Weeks) 

Topic/Unit (weeks) Key Objectives Type of 
assessment 

Week 1 
(First full 
week) 

Initial evaluation      This is the time to establish routines with the 

children, fostering positive relationships, and 

gaining a clear understanding of their 

individual learning needs. 

 

Autumn 1  
(7) 

Physical Theatre Using movement, gesture and body to create 

meaning 

 

Inspired by Frantic Assembly 

 

Non-verbal storytelling 

 

Performance 
and evaluation. 

Autumn 2 
 
(7) 

Improvisation & 
Comedy 

Spontaneity, status, rules of improv 
 
Games like “Yes, and…”, character switch, 
freeze 

Performance 
and evaluation. 



 
Comic timing and confidence building 
 

Spring 1 
(6) 

Melodrama and 
Silent Movies 

Exaggerated emotion and gesture 
 
Accompanied by music/sound effects 
 
Simple black-and-white film-style scenes 
 

Performance 
and evaluation. 

Spring 2 
(6) 

Scripted Work – 
Short Plays 

Group performances of published extracts 
 
Focus on pace, tension and audience 
engagement 
 
Peer feedback and self-assessment 
 

Performance 
and evaluation. 

Summer 1 
(5) 

Shakespeare in 
Performance 

Accessible scenes from A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Macbeth, or Romeo & Juliet 
 
Emphasis on understanding and physicalising 
the text 
 

Performance 
and evaluation. 

Summer 2 
(6) 

Devised 
Performance Project Students choose theme (e.g., friendship, 

bullying, change) 
 

Create a short performance for invited audience 
 

 

Performance 
and evaluation. 

 
 


