
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum map overview 
for:  

Year 7 English (KS3, 25-26) 
 
 

Term 
 
(Weeks) 

Topic/Unit (weeks) Key Objectives Type of 
assessment 

Week 1 
(First full 
week) 

Initial evaluation As students begin their journey through Key 
Stage 3, this is an important time to establish 
clear routines, build positive relationships, and 
get to know each learner as an individual. We 
will be using informal assessments to help us 
understand each child’s current strengths and 
identify any gaps in their learning. This will guide 
our teaching across the key areas of the English 
curriculum: reading, writing, and spoken 
language. 

Equally important at this stage is helping 
students feel confident and connected in their 
new environment. Through group activities and 
classroom discussions, pupils will have 
opportunities to build friendships, work together, 
and develop mutual respect—laying the 
foundations for a positive and supportive 
learning community. 

GL 
assessment  
 
YRAT 5  

Autumn 1  
(7) 

Narrative Writing & 
Story Openings 

As students begin their journey through Key 
Stage 3, this is an important time to establish 
clear routines, build positive relationships, and 
get to know each learner as an individual. We 
will be using informal assessments to help us 

Class 
discussions 
 
Peer 
assessment 

 



understand each child’s current strengths and 
identify any gaps in their learning. This will guide 
our teaching across the key areas of the English 
curriculum: reading, writing, and spoken 
language, ensuring every student is supported 
and challenged appropriately as they settle into 
secondary school. 
 

 
Q&A 
 
Observations 
 
Mini 
Whiteboards  
 

Autumn 2 
 
(7) 

Modern Novel 
Holes 

This term in English, Year 7 students will be 
studying the modern novel Holes by Louis 
Sachar. This engaging and thought-provoking 
text offers rich opportunities to develop reading 
skills, including understanding character, 
analysing themes, and exploring narrative 
structure. Pupils will examine how Sachar 
weaves together past and present storylines, 
creates suspense, and builds empathy through 
vivid characterisation and setting. 
 
Through discussion and written responses, 
students will develop their ability to support 
ideas with evidence, analyse language choices, 
and explore how writers convey meaning. 

Class 
discussions 
 
Peer 
assessment  
 
Redrafting  
 
Self 
assessment  
 
Q&A 
 
Observations 
 
Mini 
Whiteboards  
 

Spring 1 
(6) 

Non-Fiction 
Newspapers, letters  

This term in English, Year 7 students will be 
exploring a range of non-fiction texts, focusing 
on newspapers and letters. 
 
Students will learn how writers inform, 
persuade, and express a point of view through 
real-world texts. They will develop skills in 
identifying key features such as headline writing, 
persuasive language, bias, structure, and tone. 
As part of this unit, pupils will also practise 
writing their own newspaper articles and formal 
or persuasive letters. These tasks will help them 
understand how to adapt their writing for 
different audiences and purposes 

Q&A 
 
Observations 
 
Mini 
Whiteboards  
 
Q&A 

Spring 2 
(6) 

Shakespeare 
The Tempest / A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (No Fear 
Edition) 

This term, Year 7 students will be introduced to 
the world of Shakespeare through one of his 
magical comedies: The Tempest or A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
This unit focuses on building students’ 

Extract 
analysis  
 
Performance 
based 
activities 

 



confidence with Shakespearean language, 
helping them to access and enjoy the plays’ 
humour, characters, and dramatic themes. 
Through creative writing, drama activities, and 
close reading, students will explore key ideas 
such as love, power, transformation, illusion, 
and mistaken identity. 
 
They will also gain an understanding of 
Shakespearean theatre and performance, 
including how these plays would have been 
staged and received in their original context. 
This early introduction supports the Key Stage 3 
English curriculum and lays strong foundations 
for future study of Shakespeare at Key Stage 
4—developing key skills in interpretation, 
analysis, and critical thinking that will benefit 
students across the wider English curriculum. 

 
Q&A 
 
Observations 
 
Mini 
Whiteboards  
 

Summer 1 
(5) 

Poetry  This term, Year 7 students will be studying a 
range of poetry from different times and 
cultures, developing their skills in reading, 
interpreting, and responding to poems. 
Pupils will learn how to identify and explain 
poetic devices such as simile, metaphor, 
personification, rhyme, rhythm, and imagery. 
They will explore how poets use language and 
structure to convey mood, message, and 
meaning, and they will practise expressing their 
ideas clearly in both spoken and written 
responses. 

Class 
discussions 
 
Q&A 
 
Observations 
 
Mini 
Whiteboards  
 
 

Summer 2 
(6) 

Speaking & 
Listening  

This term, Year 7 students will be developing 
their speaking and listening skills through a 
range of activities designed to build confidence, 
clarity, and effective communication. 
They will explore how language can be used to 
inform, persuade, entertain, and influence an 
audience. Pupils will take part in discussions, 
presentations, role-plays, and group work, 
learning how to adapt their tone, vocabulary, 
and body language for different situations and 
audiences. 

Class 
discussions 
 
Peer 
assessment  
 
Redrafting  
 
Self 
assessment  
 
Q&A 
 
Observations 
 
End of unit 
assignment  

 



 
 

 


